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Clauses 12, 13, and 14: i
Agreed to. I
Clause 15—-Compensation to owners of |

private land for loss or damage: '

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
A. P. Hensman) moved that the follow-
ing words be added to the clause: “Pro-
vided always, that nothing in this Act
ghall in any way affect the rights of the’
Crown in or over, or in respect of, any .
lands in the colony.” He thought it was '
very desirable that this should he pro-!
vided for. !

Mr. STEERE: It appears to me we-
have already interfered with the rights!
of property to a greater extent than is.
permitied by the Land Regulations, and
now it is proposed to. give the Crown'
still greater powers. :

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. -
A. P. Hensman): The hon. member
misunderstands me. Without compen-
sation the Crown may enfer upon any
land, but, having entered, compensation -
may in certain cases be claimed, and the
object of this proviso is to relieve the
Crown from liability for compensation. in '
respect of rights which it possesses under
the deed of grant, ‘

Mgr. WITTENOOM thought some
provision ought to be made eompelling
the Government to keep the land used
for these telegraphs clear of all under-
wood. The law compelled lessees to
“burmn " their runs, and unless these
telegraph posts were kept clear, they
were liable to be burned down, and there
were very stringent penalties provided in
the event of any damage being done to
the lines.

Toe ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon,
A. . Hensman) said that was a very
good hint to those whom it concerned, to
keap the posts cleared. A person
*“burning ” his run, however, would not
come under the meaning of the ex-
pression “wilfully or maliciously "—it
would almost be an accident, if a tele-
graph post were damaged, under such
circumstances as the hon. member eon-
templated. It would be for the Govern-
ment to guard against such accidents by
keeping their lmes clear. The hon.
member would have a perfect right to
“Dbarn " his land, and if the Government
did not keep their line clear it would he

" Metalling

their own fault.
Amendment agreed to.

The clause was then put and passed.
Preamble and title agreed to.
Bill reported.

The House adjourned at nine o’clock,
pm.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,
Monday, 20th Awgust, 1883,

of Main Btreet, Guildford—TEstimntes:
Finnneinl Statement—Vote for metalling Mangles
Street, Guildford—Vota for Bridges, Suysex Dislrict
—Telegraph line Letween Bridgetown and Bun-
bury—Forage and Travelling Allowance of Officinla
=Volunteer Bill: third reading—Concessions to
T.easecs, Kimberley Mistrict: Adjonrued debnte—
Municipalities Act Amendment Bill : gecond read.
ing—Totnlisator Dill; gecond reading—Adjourn-
ment.

Tue SPEAKER took the Chair at
seven o’clock, p.m.

PravERs.

METALLING MAIN STREET,
GUILDFORD.

Mr. STEERE, in accordance with
notice, asked the Colomial Secretary to
lay upon the table any report or memo-
randum by the late Acting Commissioner
of Railways, as to thé completion of the
metalling  of the main street through
Guildford, which had heen rendered un-
safe by the construction of the railway
line, and the failure of the Government
to place the street in its * former repair
and condition.” ’

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Praser) replied that some memo-
randa had passed between the Public
Works' Department and his office on
this matter, but they were not papers
which the Government could produce.
So far as the Government was concerned,
the whole question was atated in the
reply he gave the other day to the hon.
member. ~ {Vide p. 230 anle.)
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ESTIMATES: FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

The House having gone into Com.
mittee of Supply,

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) said he proposed, before going
into the details of the work which the
committee had to perform, to offer some
explanation with reference to our financial
position, and to glance cursorily at the

raised our first loan—he would ask hon.
members to hepr in mind the purposes
for which we contracted our first debt.
We raised that loan for divers and
i sundry purposes, It was only a small
amount, a sum of £35,000, but our
revenue at that time was also small, and
did not amount to more than about
£105,000 0o year. We raised that loan

material advancement which the colony | for the cxtension of jetties, the erection
had made during the past few years. In of light houses, the construction of tele.
doing 80 he would say what he had to say | graphs, the construction of public build-
asbriefly and as concisely as possible, with- lings, and other works-of public utility ;
out wearying the committee with minor | in other words, we raised the money and
details or dreary platitudes. The char- spent the money in the improvement of
acter in which he appeared before them | the public estate. Following upon that,
was that of the steward of an estate | we raised amother loan for the same
that brought in an income of between | useful purposes, and he maintained that,
£200,000 and £300,000 a year. Thereas in the case of a private individual who
were many men in Australia whese pri- | borrows money only for the purpose of
vate income was fully as great as that, | improving his estate, it could not be said
but it was only by careful management | that this was a reckless step on our part.
and the exercise of the same virtues as | It was avery different thing to borrowing
made a country prosperous that the money and plunging into debt in order ta
owners of these private estates had at- | enable the borrower to indulge in extra-
tained the position of wealth and com- | vagances. Since the present constitution
parative affluence which they now | bad been granted Western Australia, the

enjoyed ; and he thought that, if those
whbo were entrusted with the manage-
ment and centrol of the public estate
could show that they had faithfully
carried out the trust reposed in them, in
the way in which a just steward ought
to do, no blame, at any rate, would
attach to them. Before proceeding with
an account of his stewardship, he would
draw the attention of the committee to

colony had, from time to time, borrowed
@ very considerable sum altogether; bat
he- hoped, he believed, it would be ad-
mitted that the money had heen bor-
rowed for useful purposes, and, so far as
we had gone, our ciforts in this direction
had been rewarded with a correspending
improvement in our position, and had re-
sulted in the material advancement of the
colony. Whatever sums we had bor-

one or two facts, which were indisputable, . rowed had becn expended upon public
with reference to the exact position in | works of utility, and public works which,
which the country finds itself at the pre- ! if they had not proved directly repreduc-
sent moment as regards its liabilities. tive from a financial point of view, had

He had a seat in that House, and he saw

other members around him who also had
8 seat there, when this colony bad no

labilities, when this colony had mno:
The colony was handed'

public debt.
over to the present management without
any debt ; it was handed over to the pre-

sent management with a balance to its:

credit ; and he would ask the committee
to bear with him for a short time while
he cursorily reviewed what they had done
with the estate since it had begun to
contract a debt which, by this time,
bad assumed considerable proportions.
Going back to the year 1872, when he
might say the colony was without any
debt—for it was in that ycar that we

undoubtedly been productive of great
public good. In borrowing this money,

'too, we had borrowed it at a very low

rate of interest. Taking the whole of
our labilities, including the new loan
which we had already entered upon,—

"reckoning the whole of our liabilities at

£765,000, 1t might be said that we had
borrowed the whole of this money at an
average rate of less than 44 per cent.
Our earlier loans cost us more, but our
larger und more recent loans had been
floated at 4 per cent.; and when it was
borne in mind that we brought all this
amount into a colony where, as hon.
members were aware, the value of money
was nearly 50 per cent. over what we paid
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for it, he thought it would be admitted
that the colony had benefited to a con-
sidorable extent by that fact alone. In
doing so we bad encouraged settlement,
we bad stimulated the progress of the
colony, and had initiated many important
public works, which otherwise we counld
not have undertaken. The money had
been expended cautiously, and it had
been expended judiciously, and, as we
borrowed it in the first instance at a low
rate, the country, he thought, was to be
congratulated on the general result.
leld it was a right thing to do to call
upon those who come after us, and who
will participate in the results of the in-
creased prosperity and the increased im-

]E[euI

| prehension as to our having reached the
limit of our borrowing powers. But
what he would remind the committee of
was, that, at one tinae during the period
of our history referred to, we decided to
construct a line of telegraph from this
partof the colony to the South Australian
border, and to pay for the construction
of that line, out of current revenue, an
,amount of £50,000, which we sub-
sequently considered expedient to borrow,
for the purpose of recouping the revenue
also that, during a period of our financial
- depression, some five years ago, we bor-
-rowed another sum of £50,000 to relieve
your revenue, for expenditure on roads
and bridges—and, in his opinion, wisely

portance which would acerue to the colony 1 did so, under the then circumstances of
by incurving this liability, to bear a|the colony, as it relieved the revenune
share of the burden. This money was|from the annual charges in connection
not horrowed solely to benefit the present | with the upkeep of ocur roads and the
occupiers of the estate, bul also to bene- | repairs of our bridges. He thought it
fit our posterity, and, therefore, it was|right to remind the committee that dur-
only right that our posterity should|ing the last ten years we had borrowed
undertake its share of the liability and | some £100,000 in order to relieve or in
that the repayment of this borrowed | order to recoup the revenue, and that
money should extend, as it would extend, | this should not be lost sight of in the
over periods varying from over twenty- presence of the large surplus which the
five to over fifty years, the sinking fund 'colony now had at its back. Passing on
in some instances being at the rate’ of. from the past to the more immediate
two per cent., and in others at the rate of present, and to the various matters which
one per cent. But although he thought the had been brought before them in the
country was to be congratnlated on the re- | Speech with which His Excellency the
sult of its loans, and on the advantages' Governor opened the session, he thought
which had accrued to us from the expen- he might say there never had been a
diture of this borrowed capital, there' session in the history of the colony which
was one fact in conmection with this had Dbeen called upon to deal with
matter which must not be overlooked.:questions of such magnitude and im.
It should not be said that through the |portance as at the present session, They
assistance of this borrowed ecapital the|bhad bad brought before them schemes
colony had enjoyed a fickitious prosperity. | conuected with the construction of trunlk
He bolicvad the prosperity of the colony | railways, schemes conmected with acean
was anything but fictitions; be believed telegraphy, and last but not lenst in im-
itt was sound and he believed it was' portance a scheme for Lringing in popu-
enduring, Nor was he one of those who | lation, and thereby increasing the
considered that the colony had reached: productive powers of the colony,—all of
the limit of its borrowing powers. When which schemes, he had no doubt, would
it was borne in mind that only ten years | receive due consideration at the hands of
ago onr public revenue was hut i little | hon. members. Although the Legislatnre
over £100,000, and that our revelme| had had many important measures sub-
next year was estimated at £270,000— | mitted for its consideration since he had
nnd he hoped by another year it would | had the honor and pleasure of serving in
be treble what it was in 1872; when it that House, no session, in his opinion,
was also considered that the whole had been fraught with issues of such

amonnt required for interest and sinking
fund in connection with onr total liabili-
ties did not amount to more than £38,786,
he did not think we need have any ap-

grave national importance as the present
gusgion, and mnever probably had the
colony been in so good a position as it is
. now in for dealing with these important
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measures. The condition of the colony,’
as regards its trade, was a very sulis-
factory one, He helieved himself that in
hardly any other colony in Australia was
the work of the people productive of so
large a profit as the work in which the
people of this colony were engaged.
When he looked at the census returns,
and noticed the small number of persons
who were employed throughout the co-
lony in labor or occupations of a repro-
ductive character, he was, he might say,
astounded at the result. When le found
that the total number of men engaged
in agricultural and pastoral pursuits, -
and otherwise employed in the pro-
duction of our principal articles of ex-,
port, only amounted to 6000, and that:
these 6000 workers produced exports the '
value of which last year was estimated
at £583,000, he must confess he was
astonished. It certainly was a matter
for nstonishment, and it also was a matter
for sincere congratulation. The value of
the exports of the colony per head of the
population, estimating the whole popula.
tion at 32,000, was not less than £18 5s.°
per head, for every man, woman, and!
child in the colony. It showed on the
on¢ hand that the colony had in it the
elements of progress and prosperity, and
on the other hand that the people had
skilinlly adapted themselves to the cir-
eumstances of the colony, and were
successfully following out their various
vocations.  Bub there was one feature in
connection with this matter which he
viewed with regret. From the figures
which he had eliminated from these
returns, it was apparent that agriculture
did not occupy that attention and did
not yield that return which might have
been expected, and which he would have
been glad to bave observed. Our prin-
cipal itemns of export last year were: lead
ore, £14.,848; pearl shell, £54,670; tim-
ber, £93,650; sandalwood, £96,050; and
wool £301,235—making in the aggregate
a sum of £557,433 out of a gross total
of £588,000, leaving only about £25,000
from all other scurces. When he looked
at the fact that nearly the whole of our
exports were derived from the mere
extraction and the conveyance to market
of the natural products of the soil such

as lead ore, and timber and sandalwood,
and pearl shell, and that the labor de-

voted to the attainment of this result: of the House.

was labor which left no permanent mark

'behind it, but rather left so much void

in the natural wealth of the country, he
could not help regretting that some of
this labor was not applied in other direc-

"tions,—applied to developing the agricul-

tural resources of the colony, instead of
being devoted solely, as he bad already
said, to the mere utilisation and remaval
to market of natural products. Wool, it
was true, was an exception ; and wool was
one of our standard industries, and the
most important item in our export list—
and be was gratified to find that during
the last ten years our exporis under

- this head had increased in value from

£122,637, in 1872, to £301,235 in 1882,
still the fact remained that whai ought
to be one of our staple industrivs, numely,
agriculture and the production of cereals,
confinued to languish, and had made
comparatively little or no progress. If
hon. members would look at the Blue

' Book, which would shortly be placed in
* their hands, they would see that so far
"ag this branch of industry was concerned

the figures were entirely aguinst us, for
although, on the one hand, we sent
£93,000 worth of timber to South
Australia, we had, on the other hand, to
take back a very large amount of cereals
from that colony to supply our own local
requirements. That was a state of things
which he should like to see remedied.
He said again, he thought it was much
to be regretted that agriculturc was not
one of the main industries of the colony,
and he could only express the hope that,
with the introduction of additional labor,
together with approved appliances and
improved facilities of transit, we may
yet see this industry, under the blessings
of Providence, flourishing in our midst.
At present this was the ouly dark spot
which he noticed in the picture he had to
pregent to them. It must be admitted
that the climate of the colony and the
capabilities of our soil are such that, if
turned to advantage, would enable us not
only to supply all our requirements as
regards what are looked upon as the
necessaries of life, but also supply us
with some of its luzuries. This brought
him face to face with the question
of immigration—a question which for
some days past had been occupying
the atiention of a select committee
He believed with those
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who expressed the opinion that, with
our present population, ne more could
be accomplished than had already been
accomplished in developing the resources
of the colony. As he had already
pointed ount, we had really done won-
ders in this way,—bearing in mind the
small handful of people engaged in
the work; and the only reason we had
not done more was becanse we had no
more people to do it. He did not won-
der himself that agriculture did not pre-
sent a greater fascination to the young
and the emergetic among our colonists
than it appeared to do, especially in view
of the more brilliant prospects which
opened before them in other directions,
cspecially in pearling and in the
establishment of cattle and sheep sta-
tions in the Northern parts of the colony ;
he did not wonder at their leaving the
somewhat dull, prosaic, and rather ordin-
ary life of the agriculturist, in order to
follow more exciting pursuits, which re.
quired more enterprise, which required
more pluck, and which called for the
exercise of those moral and physical
qualities which were characteristic of
your genuing West Australian,—pur-
suits, also, which it must be admitted
cnabled those who followed them to
accumulate wealth more rapidly than by
leading what to the young and the
energetic probably appeared a very hum-
drum existence. He hoped, however, that
the result of our deliberations this
session would be the introduction of a
class of labor which might be utilised in
the prosecution of what after all ought to
be one of the mainstays of the colony.
He believed that with the support which
they were sure to receive in this matter
from His Excellency the present Gov-
ernor, who had shown himself anxious
and ready to grapple with the difficglty
in o practical way, and who had put Tor-
ward a scheme which he (the Colonial
Secretary) believed would meet with the
support and approval of nearly every
member of the House,—he hoped that,
with the assistance and co-operation of
His Excellency, the Legislature this
session would adopt some scheme for
supplying the colony with a desirable

supply of laber, and for introducing a.
class of persons who may devote their’
energies towards making agriculture in

fitable occupation. If it was not going to
be a profitable oceupation, 'he would ask
hon. members for what purpose he col-
only wasexpending its fundsand proposed
to alienate its land in the construction
of railways? For what purpose had we
already pledged ourselves to the expendi-
ture of half a million of woney—for
it really resolved itself into that—in con-
necting our eastern and central agri-
cultural distriets with the capital and with
the principal port of the colony? For
what purpose were we going to enter into
other and still more important schemes
and projects for opening up the colony,
unless it was with a view to the utilisa-
tion of the land for productive purposes?
We must not be discouraged by the fact
that agriculture at present was languish-
ing, and that in the past it had not been a
very profitable pursuit. He said we
must not be discouraged, because in the
past it was a pursmat which had been
carried on in the face of many dJiffi-
culties, and in spite of many obstacles—
the absence of railway communication,
the want of other improved appliances,
and also the great want of labor. With
these aids to success provided, with these
elements of success present, he entertain-
ed no fear as to the future of agriculture
in this colony. He felt no apprehension
as to the future prosperity of the colony
itself, Western Australia had been too
long looked upon as the # Cinderella” of
the family—a name which, however ap-
propriate it may have been when it was
first given to her by a gentleman well-
known to them all, and who was once a
distinguished member of that Couneil,
wag a name which he submitted was
no longer applicable. He believed
we might now safely change the
name of our State vessel to that of
Fortune's Favorite. 'He thought she need
no longer sail under the somewhat dis-
dainful name she had been known by in
the past. He thought we may not only
say, in the words of a former Governor,
‘ At lagt she moves,” but that, having at
last got on the right tack, and been
favored with a fair wind, there was every
prospect of making a safe and a pros-
perous voyage through the Pacific ocean
of the future. He did not know that he
need trespass on the time of the com-
mittee by referring to further statistics

this colony what it ought to be—a pro- | in proof of the stability of our position.
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There were many points which it was ' regard to the framing of the Estimates,
customary (o refer to on the occasion of it would be observed that, as regards
making these financial statements, bul some of the departments, the items were
they were all more or less hackneyed, and ' given more in detail than had becn the
he did pot kpow that hon. members! practice heretofore; this was specially
would thank him if he were to take them the case with the Survey Departmeut,
over old paths, by this time pretty full' the Works and Railways Department,
of ruts which had been made by his’the Postal and Telegraph Department,
predecessors in office, who had so often | the Police, and also the Volunteer De-
travelled over them. He did nof think | partment. The vote for the last named
he would enlist for himself the gratitude department in the past had been included
of the commitiee if he were to indulge in i in one lump sum, but, in view of the
stereotyped platitudes, and so exhaust  improved status which the Act passed
their patience to no useful purpose; this session had given to the Volunteers,
therefore, without further preface, he . the expenditure was now given in detail,
would ask the committee to bear with ‘asin the case of the other departments
him while he glanced at the most salient of the public service. There had Deen
features of the Estimafes presented to | but very small increases in the votes for
them that evening of the proposed ex- any of what he wight call the adminis-

penditure for the coming year. The
total anount of the estimated expendi-
ture was £272,540, It was not his in-
tention at present to enter into details in
connection with these Estimates ; another
opportunity would be afforded him for
furnishing the committee with every in-
formation which they wished ou these
points. Hon. members would observe
that there was a slight differcnce in the
way in which the Estimates had been

trative departments, and such additional
expenditure as was contemplated was in
connection with those services whicli
must necessarily expand with the pro-
gress and extension of settlement, and
with the necessity for increased pro-
tection and increased security which had
to be provided for settlers and for the
public generally in distant parts of the
colony. The expenditure in connection

| with all the other departments had been

arranged. They were now separated into | kept as low as the cxigencies and the

divieions, and each particular division,
and each particular tem was numbered,
for the convenience of reference. He
would only remark here, and he said it
with regret, that in the preparation of
these Estimates the Government did not
feel itself in a position this year to make
any material increase in connection with
the salaries of public officers. Beyond
those additions recommended by the

efficiency of the service warranted, and
having regard to the patermal form of
Government under which we at present
exist,—for within the Estimates of this
colony were included items of expendi-
ture which in other colonies were {)eft to
the sole management of local governing
bodies, of district beards, and councils,
rather than to the central Government.
Here the Government took charge, he

House, as regards the salaries of one’ might say, of the souls as well as of the
class of civil servants (clerks to magis- | bodies of the people; it provided for
trates), it was not proposed fo add any them hospitals, it provided for them
increases on the Estimates for next year, ' schools, depbdts, and even lunatic asylums,
as regards the emoluments of public'and made provision for almost every
officers, beyond the annual additions want and for all the ills which a suffer-
which some of the clerks were entitled to. ! ing public were supposed to have to deal
The reason for this had been already | with. Under our present form of Govern-
explained in the Message whichk his ! ment probably this was the best arrange-
Excellency the Governor had sent down, ' ment that could be made, for there could
relating to this question, and he could be no doubt that, under this system of
only join with His Excellency in the ex- centralisation, the work of administra-

pression of a hope that the comtinued
prosperity of the colony would, next year,
justify the Government in coming forward
with a more general scheme for increasing
the salaries of the public servants. With

tion was more economically carried out
than under a system of divided responsi-
bility. If hon. members would glance
through these Estimates, they would see
how multifarious were the duties of a pa-
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ternal Government, and to how large an
extent they were charged with these
fatherly cares. There was one head un-
der which he was happy to say, and he
was sure it would be equally gratifying
to hion. members to learn, a considerable
increase of expenditure was contemplated.
He alluded to the additional provision
made for roads and bridges, for which a
sumn of £15,000 bad been set down, being
half ag much again as the amount pre-
viously granted under that head. It was
also proposed to increase the vote for In-
wmigration from £5,500 to 10,000 for next
yoar. Possibly the committee might still
further augment this vote, when 1t came
on for discussion. This amount, he
might say, was brought forward from the
surplus account. If hon. members would
also look at the provision made under
the head of Works and Buildings, for
which a vote of £16,615 was asked—
being double the vote for this year-—they
would see that provision was made for a
great number of works in various parts
of the colony, from Albany at the South
to Carparvon at the North; and, seeing
that the total amount proposed to be
expended next year on the roads and
bridges and on works and buildings
alone amounted to about £32,000, he
thought it would he admitted that the
Government was not unmindful of the
wants of country districts. He was not
aware that he need detain the committee
much longer. He lhad not risen to make
an elaborate financial statement, for the
reason that he did not see the utility
of wearying hon. members with figures
which were already placed before them
in the various reports and returns which
had been furnished to the House. Under
the present system of Government, they
printed so much for the information of
hon. members that really hon. members
were as fully informed as to the financial
position of the colony and as regards de-
partmental details as the members of the
Executive Government were themselves,
For this reason, he had very little new to
bring forward; his budget contained
little that was novel or little that was not
already known to hon. members who
had taken the trouble to acquaint them-
selves with the papers which had been
presented to the House. With regard to
what remained over and above what it
was estimated would be required for

carrying on the public service, in other
words, with regard to the surpius balance
which would probably remain at the dis-
posal of the Government at the end of
the year, he hoped the committee would
agree with him that it would be unwise
to reduce this balance to any further
extent. The estimates of expenditure
had been framed in no miserly spirit, but
at the same time he thought it Lehoved
them to have due regard to economy,
and, while making every provision within
our means to meet the increasing expen-
diture entailed by the extension of settle-
ment and the colonisation of new terri-
tory, he thought the committee would
agree with him that it would be unwise,
that it would be impolitic, on our part, to
spend every penny we possess, or to con-
tract liabilities which would convert our
surplus into a deficiency. He should be
sorry to see that House overstepping the
bounds of prudence in this matter.
There was no certainty yet that our pre-
sent prosperous position, as regards in-
creased revenue, was an a.ssurecl pros-
pertty, and, although it might not prove
ephemeral—he did not apprehend that it
would, be hoped it would not—still it
would be unwise on our part to ignore
the fact that we owed our present finan-
cial prosperity totwo causes, namely, to
an increase of taxation resorted to as a
temporary expedient three or four years
ago, and to the fact that our lands had
met with unexpected favor outside the
colony, and that consequently our terri-
torial revenue had increased at o rate
which even the most sanguine had not
anticipated. The total land revenue of
the colony, when he came here a few
years ago, did not amount to more than
£17,000, whereas last year we received
from this source mno less a sum than
£76,000. This, then, was the cause of
our present unprecedented prosperity. It
had not been hrought about by the
policy of any Government or the policy
of any Legislature but simply through
force of circumstances, and of circum-
stances over which it might at any rate
Be said we had not the entire control,—
although he thought the Government
might fairly take credit, and the Couneil
might also fairly take credit, for having
during the last ten years persistently
contributed to this result, by fostering
exploration and otherwise secking to dis-



1883.]

PARTIAMENTARY DEBATES.

257

cover fresh country available for settle-
ment, and in every way practicable en-
couraging the development of the re-
sources of the colony. He was happy to
think that success had attended our
efforts in this direction, and he hoped
that with God's blessing the whole of
this new territory would be more or less
occupied within the next few years, and
that in the course of another year or two,
our prosperity will be so assured, our
revenuc will have become of so stable

a character, that the Government and -

that House will be justified in further
[increasing, if necessary, the liabilities of
the colony. At present, however, it be-
hoved them to be cautious. He was
rather a cautious man himself—there was
a little of the Scotchman about him—
and he thought it would not be wise or
politic on our part to speculate with our

meome to the very last shilling, until at ;

any rate we were assured that our in-

. been wrong, and, as a rule, I have carricd
out the works within the Estimates.
But, if T am simply asked before a com-
mittee what I think such and such a

» work will cost, and I reply off-hand, of

.course I am not bound by that. Nor do

1 consider was I bound by the rough

' estimate I gave the select commitiee who

_asked me about this jetty, cspecially

+ when, after an examination of the jetties,

“it, wag found that a great deal more work

‘was necessary than I had contemplated.

Mz. STEERE: I would ask the hon.
gentleman whether he has any estimates

;pre}aa,red of the various works and

+ buildings for which a vote is to be asked

in connection with these Estimates ?

Tee DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

' WORKS (Hon. J. H. Thomas) : Perhaps

'the hon. member will give notice of his

! question.

Me. STEERE: Well, I give the hon,

'gentloman notice of this—that I shall

-

come was a permanent one, and that :oppose all the items under the head of
the present prosperous condition of our | “ Works and Buildings” until we have
revenue was but a foretaste of siill an estimate of what the buildings are
greater prosperity to come. He had |likely to cost. I now move that progress
nothing now to add beyond that he [be reported, and leave given the com.-
begged to move the first item on the |mittee to sit again on Wednesday,

Estimates,—the Governor’'s Establish- |
ment, £443 16s. 8d. ,

Mgz. STEERE: Before the committee
proceeds to vote any money, I should like .
to ask the Colonial Secretary whether he
will be good enough to place on the table
estimates showing the character and cost
of the various public buildings for which
votes are asked on these Estimates. I°
presume the Government have had esti- .
mates prepared, and I think we ought to
have them before us, so that we may .
judge what the buildings will be likely to |
cost, and not be told, as we were told ;
with regard to the estimate as to the
Fremantle Jetty,—that it was a mere
guess.

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. J. H. Thomas) : I should
like to explain once moré about that
Fremantle Jetty. I was merely asked,
when before the select committce, © What
do you think it will cost? '—they never
asked me to make an estimate, and I did
not do so. I merely said, on the spur of
the mowent, what I thought it wonld cost,
and it is not fair to charge me with
having made a wrong estimate. I do
not think my estimates, generally, have

August 22nd.
Motion agreed to, and progress reported
accordingly.

VOTE FOR MAIN SI'REET, GUILDFORD.

Mr. STEERE, in accordance with
notice, moved, * That an Humble Address
“be presented to His Excellency the
“ Glovernor, praying that he will be.
“pleased to place on the Estimates such
“a sum of money as may be necessary
“for metalling Mangles Street, in the
“town of Guildford, on the North side
“of the Railway line, the said street
* having been rendered unsafe for traflic
“in consequence of the manver in which
“ the roadway has been interfered with
“by reason of the construction of the
** Eagtern Railway line along it, and the
“ Oovernment having acknowledged by
“letter dated the 12th April, from the
“Colonial Secretary to the Chairman of

'“the Guildford Municipality, that the

“ Government was liable to restore the
“road to its former repair and condifion,
“but has taken no steps to redeem its
“ confessed liability.,” The hon. member
said he found it very dificult to get the
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Government to do justice in the matter
of this street, but he must hammer away
at them until justice was done. He had
already alluded to some correspondence
that had taken place between the Govern-
ment and the Municipality with reference
to this street,—correspondence which the
Colonial Becretary said could not be
produced. It appeared that the Chair-
man of the Municipality, finding the
street disturbed and cut up for the
railway, wrote to the Government asking
what they intended to do in the magter.
A reply to this communication was sent
to the Town Council, in which it was
stated that His Excellency the Adminis-
trator was of opinion that although the
Railway Depariment had properly enough
interfered with the roadway, still, as it
had in the exercise of iis discretion
injured the road, the Department ought
to restore it to its former condition.
Such a lability, His Excellency said,
would apply to a private individual, and,
as His Excellency was not prepared to
draw any distinction in respect of the
liability of Government and the liability
of a private individual, orders would be
given to restore the road to its former
repatr and condition. But what had the
Government done to redeem this pledge?
They certainly had not restored the
street to its former repair and condition,
for, at the present moment, it was most
unsafe for traffic,

Trs COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) said he had already informed
the hon. member that a wider portion of
the street in question than had been
taken for the railway had been formed
and metalled by the Government, and he
must say it appeared to him the hen.
member was asking for his constituents
more than they could reasonably expect.
The Government, as he said the other
day, bad no funds available for under.
taking any further repair, and he could not
see, if this address were presented, what
more could be done in the matter, unless
the House voted a sum of money for the
purpose. He did not think it would be
equitable that a charge should be made
against the general revenue of the colony
for the repair of this street, and putting
it in a better condifion than it was in
before the Government interfered with it

—unless the House was prepared to do | necessary for them to de.

He¢ hoped the hon. member would con-
tent himself with the knowledge that he
had now done his duty towards his con-
stituents in this matter, and that he
would not be disposed to push his
motion any further.

Mr. SHENTON said one would think,
from the position taken up by the Gov-
ernment in this matter, that the street
was simply used for the benefit of the
inhabitants of Guildford, but he would
remind the House that the bulk of the
traffic of the Rastern Districts, and
also of the Victoria Plains and the Swan,
passed through it. He had seen the road
1 question, and if that was the way the
‘Works Department put the roads in
repair, it did not speak much of their
skill in road-making, for it wus little
better than a bog. At Geraldton, when
the street was disturbed for the railway,
it was put in as good a state of repair as
it was before the railway touched it, and
he thought the inbabitants of Guildford
were entitled to the same consideration,
more especially in the face of the letter
addressed to the Chairman of the Muni-
cipulity by the Government. He thought
the Government bhad no right to
endeavor to shirk its responsibility in
this way.

Mz, BROWN thought hon. members
were placed in a somewhat awkward
position as regards this matter. On the
one hand they were informed by the hon.
member for the district that the Govern-
ment had taken no steps to redeem their
confessed liability in respect to repairing
this street, and, on the other hand, the
Colonial Secretary informed them that
the Government had actually done more
than could reasonably be expected from
them, even admitting their lability.
Under these circumstances, he felt him-
self unable to vote either way.

Mr. B. H. PARKER thought the
hon. member for the Swan had made a
mistake when he said the Gfovernment
had taken no steps to redeem its pledge
to the Municipality in reference to this
street. He believed that after the date
of the letter referred to (April 12) the
Government had metalled one side of the
street, and it appeared they were under
the impression that having done this
much they had done all that was
But he

the same thing for other municipalities. ' thought anyone who carefully considered
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that letter and the promise it contained
would come to the conclusion that the
Government had not carried out what the
late Administrator intended to be carried
ocut. His Excellency, as a lawyer, per-
fectly understood what was the meaning
of the expression made use of when he
spoke of the liability of a private in-
dividual if he disturbed a public street,
in this way, and a cart or other vehicle
travelling along got capsized. A private
individual, in that case, would be hable
for any damage caused by bis negligence
or default; and the Administrator of the

Government told the Chairman of the

Guildford Town Council that, as a law-

yer, he could draw no distinction between

the linbility of the Government and the
liability of a private individual in this
respect, and directed that the street
should be placed in such a condition as
to be perfectly safe for traffic. The ques-

tion was,—had the Government carried .

out these directions? From what he
Lhad seen of the street, he should say
they had not, and, no doubt, in the event

of an accident, the Commissioner would

be liable to an action for damages, and
he hoped the Government would take the
matter in band at once. He belisved
they had taken some steps towards
restoring the street to its former state of
repair, and therefore he could not sub-
scribe to the latter part of the resolution;
he should consequently meove to strike
out the following words: “but bas taken
no steps to redeem its confessed Liability.”

Mg. BROWN said it plainly was the
duty of the Governmnent to put the street
in the same conditicn as they found it.

No doubt this would cost a great deal of,

that all this difficalty about restoring
the street to its proper condition simply
arose out of the fact that the railway
had been taken through it contrary to
the wishes of the Commissioner. It was
the plain duty of the Government at
once to take steps to repair both sides of
the street, and to render it not only
passable but safe for traffic.

The resolution, as amended, was then
agreed to.

VOTE FOR BRIDGES IN SUSSEX
DISTRICT.

Mr. CAREY,in accordance with notice,
moved, “ That an Humble Address he
‘ presented to His Escellency the Gov-
*ernor, praying that he will be pleased
“to have placed on the Estimales for
1884 the sum of £100 to be expended
“by the Busselton Municipality on the
“repairs of a causeway and two (2)
“bridges in Busselton, and the sum of
“ 250 to be expended by the Sussex
“Roads Board in the erection of a bridge
“over the Wilyabrup Brook on the
“ Hamelin and Augusta Road.” The
hon, member vead a letter from the
Munieipal Council with reference to the
first, portion of the address, poiuting out

_the necessity for the works and the

claimg which the Municipality had for
some assistance, in view of the large
public traffic over the causeway and the
bridges. It was estimated that ahout

' £100, in addition to the local rates avail-

money, but he for one would be prepared ,
. distriets of the colony had been assisted

to vote it. Had the Council not insisted
upon taking the railway through this

street, we should not have been put to all -

this expense.

Mr. CAREY thought the result had
shown that the Council had wade a
mistake, and that the Commissioner of
Railways was to a certain extent in the
right,

Me. BURT said it might appear

,able, would do the work. As to the

latter part of the address, the hon.
member read a communication from the
Chairman of the Roads Board, calling at-
tention to the necessity for a bridge over
the stream indicated. Although other

largely out of the Road Loan, the total
amount received by the Vasse district,
during 1881-2, was only £191 5s., owing
to a disagreement between the local Roads
Board and the Superintendent of Roads.

: He therefore thought the Houee might

fairly be asked to agree to this address.
Mg. SHENTON, without wishing in
any way to oppese the address, suggested

strange that such a small matter should that as there was a very considerable sum
raise such a strong feeling, but, it seemed placed on the Estimates for next year for
to him that whenever the Government roads and bridges, this money might
touched a road or a bridge they went '
about it in such a way as to raise the ire| hon. member would not mind amending

of the public.

come out of that vote, and perbaps the

There was no question - his resolution to that effect.
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Me. CAREY said the hon. member’s | that the line would be directly romuner-
suggestion might have been accepted by : ative to the Government, any more
him but for the fact that the district, as ' than he thought was any other telegraph
he had already said, had only received: line in the colony. At any rate, gener-
about £190 out of the Road Loan—an  ally speaking, these country lines did not
amount which was altogether dispropor- | pay their working expenses, but that
tionate to the sums received by other' was not considered an argument against
districts, and, under the circumstances, keeping them open. The public con-
he thought the district had a special | vemence and the indirect benefits were
claimn upon the House. He considered it ' very great indeed, and he hoped the
would be very unfair towards the district | House would look at the matter in this
if these amounts were made a charge ' light.
upon the annual grant. " Mg. CAREY said it gave him much

The address was then agreed to. pleasure to support the resolution. He

"brought the matter forward himself,

' four years ago, in the absence of the

TELEGRAPH LINE BETWEEN BRIDGE- 'y, n)crlember%for the district, but at that
TOWN AND BUNBURY. ' time he did not receive much encourage-

Mg. VENN, in accordance with notice, ment. Probably the House was in a
moved, “ That an Homble Address be! more gracious mood now, and it would
“ presented to His Excellency the Gover- give hin much satisfaction if the address
“nor, praying that he will be pleased to { were agreed to, particularly as he had
“place on the Estimates for 1884 a, been the first to move in the matter.
“gufficient sum of money to defray the Turg COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
“ cost of constructing a line of telegraph M. Fraser) said he would be the last
“between Bridgetown and Bunbury.” man to rise to thwart any proposition
The bon. member said this was no new which he thought would be for the
movement; it had been brought under ' benefit or to the advantage of any dis-
the attention of successive Governors for ' trict; but, when the hon. member for
many years, and was reported upon Wellington asked him privately whether
years ago by a Commission, consisting of it was the intention of the Government
the present Colonial Secretary, the to move in this matter this year, he told
Director of Public Works, and the the hon. member that it was not. He
Superintendent of Telegraphs (Mr. hoped, however, that by next year our
Fleming), and although their report was - finances might be in such & prosperous
not favorable to the construction of the . state as to warrant the Government in
line at that time, that was no reason why | undertaking this expenditure, and in
the work should not now be undertaken. ' carrying out the work in a proper man-
The Commission reported that a tree|ner,—not by a tree line. He found, on

line might be erected between the places
for about £1000, and he thought it
would be agreed that, if this was the
case, a great boon might be provided for
the inhabitants of the district at a com-
paratively small cost.

Me. STEERE had much pleasure in
supporting the motion. Representations
on the subject were made to the Govern-
ment, four years ago, by the settlers of
the district, and he believed a promise
was made by the then Governor that the
line should be constructed. That it
would be a great boon to the inhabitants
of Bridgetown and its vicinity there could

be no doubt, for, at present, t.hey were
without 2 medical mavn in the distriet,
and they often bad occasion to send in
to Bunbury for one. He did not suppose

reference to the report of the committec
appointed to consider the expediency of
constructing this line, four years ago, that
the committee were upable to find a
single fact to lead them to comsider it
expedient. They said: “ Between Bun-
“ bury and Bridgetown the route would
“be by the main road, a distance of
*sixty miles. The cost of theline and a
“ gtation at Bridgetown, with instruments
“and fittings, we estimate at £2,550.
“The route is thickly wooded with
“jarrah and gum trees, and a tree-line—
“that ie to say, insulators fixed to stand.-
“ing trees—may be erected at about balf
“ the above estimate ; but there would be
“ probably frequent interruption and con-
“stant repairs required.” In another
part of their report, the committee
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stated that the annual cost of working
this branch line would bhe £100 per
annun. The Honse would see from this
that the proposal involved an outlay of
£2,500 for the construction of the line,—
for the days of ' trec lines'” had gone by,
and if the work were undertaken at all,
it must be of the same character as our
other telegraph lines; and that the up-
keep wounld be £100 a year. In the pre-
paration of this report the committee
were assisted by the Superintendent of
Telegraphs, who, as hon. members were
aware, bhad obtained considerable ex-
perience in the working of our telegraph
system, The question was, whether the
Council thought they would be justified

in going to an expenditure of £2,500}

in the construction of this line. His
sympathies were entirely with the mem-
ber for the district and with the settlers
in their desire to have improved facilities
of communication, but he would ask the
hon, member whether he did not think,
even in theinterest of his constituents, it
would not be better to defer his motion
until next year, and see whether we
should not them be in o position to
undertake the work in the manner in
which it ought to be undertaken, rather
than advocate the construction of a
makeshift in the shape of a tree line.

Mzr. MARMION thought the appeal
made to the hon. member who had
brought forward this motion wanga very
sensible appeal. Tt certainly appeared to
him that the time had not yet arrived
when the State should uvndertake the
construction of a telegraph line to
Bridgetown,—50 or 60 miles of telegraph
to suit the convenience of about an equal
number of settlers. He hoped the hon.
member would withdraw his motion, or,
at any rate, show the House that the
work was & work of urgent necessity,
which had not been done yet. As to
there being no medical man in the
diatrict, it would be cheaper for the
Government to provide the district with
a doctor than with a telegraph station.

Mz. STEERE would like to know
which of the two proposals hon. members
considered the more important—the con-
struction, of this telegraph line or the
erection of a Town Hall at Fremantle ?

Mr. MARMION: Not to be men.
tioned in the same breath.

Mr. CROWTHER: Or whether it
would not be more desirable to expend
the same sum in the establishment of
telephone exchanges.

Me. MARMION: Divide.

The committee divided upon the ad-
dress with the following result—

Ayes ... .. 7
Noes ... .12
Majority against ... 5
ATES. Noes.
Mr, Carey Hon. M. Frazer
Mr. Crowther Hon. A, P, Hengman
Mr. Grant Hon. J. H. Thomas
Mr, 3, 8, Porker Ien. J. Forrest
Ir. Randell My, Burges
Mr. Steere Mr, Glyde
Mr, Venn (Totler). - Mr. Hamergley
- 1 Mr. Highnm ’
Mr. Mc
Mr. Shenton

Mr. Wittenoom
Mr. Marmion {Tuller).

The motion was therefore negatived.

FORAGE AND TRAVELLING ALLOY-
ANCES OF OFFICIALS.

Mr. CAREY, in accordance with notice,
brought before the House the question
of forage allowance and travelling ex-
penses of officials. The hon. member
said it might appear to some hon. mem-
bers that it would be very unfair towards
the public officers who had been in re-
ceipt of forage allowance for many years
past, to deprive those officers of these
allowances now, and, as many of them
were ouly in receipt of a small salary,
that it would be only fair that, in lieu of
forage allowance, they should have an
addition of £50 a year to their salary,
which would be equivalent. That, how-
ever, was 8 matter which he would leave
the House to deal with. The only ob-
jection to that, in his mind and probably
1n the minds of other members, was that
such an arrangement would add to the
amount of pension which these officers
would be entitled to on leaving the ser-
vice. He noticed that, in forage allow-
ances alone, the colony was paying con-
siderably over £2000 a year, and that the
Estimates brought forward that evening
contemplated a still further expenditure.
These charges would not he so objection-
able if theose officers who were entitled to
these allowances were content to draw
what they were allowed, instead of malk-
ing still further charges—and, as he sub-
mitted, most unwarrantable charges. He
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would in the first place refer to the'wish to occupy the time of the House
Government Resident at Geraldton, an | longer than was absolutely necessary to
officer who was in receipt of £100 a year I point out the evil complained of. This
as forage allowance, the extra £50 being I officer when he proceeded North travelled
given t0 him in consideration of certain | by rail, and, although allowed forage
extra duties which he was supposed to|allowance for two horses, charged his
carry out within his district. Yet, he|railway fare to the public; and, when he
found that when the officer in question ' travelled South he charged mileage, and
left home, on duty, although in receipt of,in all instances charged his hotel ex-
this very handsome forage allowance, he - penses. He did not mean to say his
almost invariably charged for the keep of ' hotel expenses ought not to be charged,
his horses,and in some cases even for the . but he did think they were altogether
hire of his horses. 'When the same officer cxcessive, and a great deal more than the
had occasion to visit Northampton, and l publie should be called upon to pay. He
travelled by rail, he charged his railway | also found that in some cases he actually
fare, which he (Mr. Carey) thought was | charged for horse hire, and sometimes
rather too much of a good thing, seeing | for a carriage and pair—sometinmes 30s.
that he was allowed £100 a year forage | sometimes 20s. a day. There was another
allowance. The same practice was brought | Resident Magistrate, who was in receipt
under notice of the Government in the  of £50 a year forage allowance—the
House last year, and a very strong| Magistrate at the Williams, who, in all
opinion was expressed on the subject;|cases, when he left home on duty also
but it appeared that nothing had been | charged for the keep of a pair of horses.
done to put a stop to it, for the same|The hotel bills in this case were very
charges appeared again in connection | reasonable indeed, but his charges for
with the Excess Bill this year. He would | forage, although in receipt of a forage
not detain the House by going into all | allowance, were charges which the public
the details of the various charges pre- | had a right to complain about. For in-
gented to the members of the select com- | stance, on one day, 31st August last, he
mittee to whom that Bill was referred, | charged 12s. 6d. for stabling at a house
but he would refer to ome or two in- | on the road, and 3s. for two feeds for the
stances, in order to give the House some | road in addition; and, on the same day,
idea of the nature of these charges. when he came to another house, there
Referving again to the Government Resi- | was a forther charge of 10s.—making a
dent at Geraldton, he might state that|sum of £1 5s. 6d. for the keep of his
when certain extra duties were imposed | horses for one single day, although in re-
upon that officer he was distinctly told | ceipt of forage allowance all the time,
that these extra duties would carry no | The charges were not so heavy as this
extra sum o year to his salary. But, he | every time, but they were never less than
noticed that, in addition to his extra|13s. per diem for forage. He next came
forage allowance, this officer made some ) to the Survey Department. Hon. mem-
very heavy charges. In addition to mile. | bers were aware that some years ago the
age—sometimes 42 miles sometimes 51 | House voted £150 a year forage allow-
miles—at a shilling a mile, he also|ance for the Surveyor General, the De-
charged very high sums for his hotel | puty Surveyor General, and two of the
bills. He found in one case, when he was | staff surveyors. On the Estimates placed
away from home on the 22nd, 23rd, 24th, | before them that evening, although it
and 25th August last year, his hotel | was not proposed to fill up the vacancy
expenses for these four days amounted to | caused by the promotion of the Deputy
£4 5s. 6d., and mileage (42 miles at 1s.} | Surveyor General, he noticed there were
£2 2s.; so that in travelling a distance | three instead of two staff surveyors who
of forty-two miles from home, and being | were to receive £150 a year each, as
already in receipt of two forage allow- | forage allowance—making, with the Sur-
ances, this little trip cost the country|veyor General's allowance, a sum of
£6 78. 6d. He thought it was quite time | £600 a year for the officers of thjs depart-
a stop should be put to such charges as;ment. On one occasion, when the late
these, He could give a number of other | Deputy Surveyor General was acting as
items, of the same kind, but he did not | Comptreller of Conviets at Fremantle,
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although the Colonial Government paid'trast to the charges he had referred to,

him £150 a year forage allowance, his,
horse was kept free of charge for him at |
the Imperial stables, kept and paid for.
with Imperial funds. (Mr. ForrEesr:
No.) He was glad to hear the hon.
gentleman say so. He had always been-
under that impression, and other hon.
members had alse besn under the same
impression. At any rate the fact re-,
mained that, although we were paying
these staff surveyors £150 a year foragei
allowance, the horses of these officers’
were found by the Government, and these '
horses were also kept for them ; they were |
not called upon either to find their own,
horses nor to keep their own horses,.
yet the House was asked to vote them
ahout £3 a week forage allowance. He,
thought it was high time this sort of '
thing should cease. He noticed that
the Superintendent of Telegraphs never
exceeded the limit of his allowance, and
the same with the Inspector of Schools
and the Sub-Inspector, none of whom
ever charged for horse hire or for horse
keep when absent on duty, Why should
other officers be allowed to doso? With
regard to the travelling expenmses of
ofticials, he noticed that the Newcastle
medical officer charged £6 9s. 6d. for
attending Miss Brown at Northam, when
that lady was ill, on one occasion; and
that some public officers, when travelling
by the steamer, bad their fares paid by
the Government. Talking of steamers,
he noticed a curious charge made of
£2 5s. for refreshments on board the Rob
Roy, during one trip, being an average of
7s. 6d. a day for drvinks. He thought
when public officers got their fares paid
they ought to be satisfied without sad-
dling the country with their drink bill.
Although it might appear a very small
matter, he might also mention a case
when two Government, officials residing
al. Fremantle, having occasion to go over
to Rottnest, called at Cmesar's hotel on
the way, and, in connection with this visit
to Cimzsar’s, he found the following in-
teresting item,—" Cash paid, refresh-
ments, 10s. 6d.”" The sum was a very
small one it was true, but it did seem
strange that two gentlemen leaving their
own doors, to go into a boat to cross
over to Rottnest, should call at an hotel
on the way and charge the public half-
a-guinea for “refreshments.” TIn con.

some officers charged ezcesdingly low
when travelling. For instance, when the
Comptroller of Convicts at Fremantle
had occasion to come to Perth on duty
connected with the Colonial Government,
although he was away from home four
days, his expenses only amounted to 30s.
including his railway fare—not £6 7s. 6d.,
the expenses charged by the Government
Resident, Geraldton, for the same period.
He also noticed that the travelling ex-
penses of the late Acting Crown Solieitor
were also very moderate, and that those
of the Resident Magistrate at Fremantle
were in singular contrast with the
travelling ezpenses of the Geraldton
Government Resident. The Inspectora
of Police, who were supposed to ocenpy
the positions of gentlemen, also made
very moderate charges indeed, confining
themselves to 7s. 6d. per diem. These
moderate charges only served to bring
into greater prominence the extravagant
and unfair charges made by other
officers; and, having once more directed
the aitention of the Government to this
matter, he hoped some steps would be
taken to put a stop to such charges
as he had referred to. It was his in-
tention to conclude with a resolntion on
the subject, which, it would be observed,
excluded certain ofticers from coming
within the scope of the resolution, and he
thought the House would agree with
him that in the case of these officers it
would be undesirable to abolish their
forage allowances. The resolution be
had to move was as follows: “ That an
“Humble Address be presented to His
“ Excellency the Governor, praying that
“he will be pleased to take such steps as
“may be necessary to abolish the system
“of Forage Allowances in the Public
* Service—except as regards the Gover-
“nor's HEstablishment, the Linemen em-
“ployed on the Euela Telegraph Line,
“and the Resident Magistrates for the
“ Gascoyne and Kimberley Districts—
*“and making more economical and
& sa_tisfa.ctory arrangements as regards
“ the travelling expenses of officials.”
Mr. CROWTHER said that whilst he
was as anxious as the hon. member who
bhad brought forward the motion that
every economy should be cxercised by
Government officials when spending the
public money, stil! he must say he did



264

PARLIAMENTARY

DEBATES. [Ave. 20

not think the hon, member had put
some of the cases he had referred to
in a true light. As to the Govern-
ment Resident at Geraldton, when that
officer was appointed to that position
from Bunbury he at first declined the
offer, simply because the emoluments of
the office, though higher than what he
was actually in receipt of, were not
sufficient in his estimation over and
above what he was getting where he had
a home of his own. The Government,
in order to induce him to accept the
appointment, offered to give him two
forage allowances instead of one. Some
years afterwards, the hon. member for
the Swan brought forward a motion
— which he was sorry to say was
carried—reducing the forage allownnce
again to a single allowance, which con.
tinued for some time. When the hon.
member, however, was away from the
colony, another hon. member (Mr.
Brown) brought forward a resolution
to the effect that the promise made by
the Government to this officer should be
held sacred, amnd, the. resolution being
adopted, the two allowances were given
back to him. A few years ago it was
thought by the Government that the
office of sident Magistrate at the
Greenough might as well be abolished,
and the Geraldton Resident was told
that he would be expected to do the duty
of the two offices.  Of course he naturally
demurred to this, unless some further
inducement were offered to him, and the
Government told him that, as they were
not in a position to give him any extra
salary, they would allow him forage allow-
ance, when out, and also mileage, which
they considered the best arrangement they
could make, and he thought the House
would be of the same opinion. Increased
work and increased travel were the
result, and this extra expense—though a
saving on the original arrangement—
was not in the shape of increased pay to
the officer in question, but simply
expenses actually incurred by him in
travelling about, discharging his magis-
terial duties. He did not think there
was any real ground for atiacking this
officer—a gentlenan who had served the
colony well and faithfully for many years.
He must raise his voice against these
personalities which the hon. member
who brought forward this motion intro-

duced into the debates. He did not
like this system of persomal attack and
cheese-paring; he liked to strike at
a principle. If the system of forage
allowance and of travelling allowance
was a bad system, let it he abolished
altogether, and let not the time of the
House be wasted in wrangling over a
few shillings, the cost of a dinner, or a
feed for a horse.

Tur COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. J. Forrest) said it was no
part of his duty to defend the whole of
the officers who had been selected by the
hon. member for the Vasse forattack ; he
had no doubt his hon. colleague the
Colonjal Secretary would deal with most
of them, and defend the public service
generally from the animadversions cast
upon it. Before coming to his own
department, he might be allowed to say
a few words with reference to one or two
other cases mentioned by the hon. mem-
ber for the Vasse. The hon. member
tool exception to certain officialz charg-
ing for baiting more than ance in one
day, and instanced the case of the Gov-
ernment Resident at Geraldton and at
the Williams. Seeing that the former
had fo visit Dongarra, it wonld be ab-
solutely necessary he shonld bait once or
twice on that journey, while as to the
Resident at the Williams there were one
or two stopping places between that
place and Kojonup, which he had to visit
regularly, and which cost a considerable
amount of money, which it appeared he
charged. He certainly thought the Resi-
dent Magistrates in the country districts
should have a horse, and, in view of the
small salary they received, he thought
the least the Government might do was
to provide them with one. As to the
Survey Department, and the forage al-
lowance which had been granted to some
of the officers of that department for
many years past, it was found that the
system of granting these allowances was
a more convenient one than providing the
surveyors with horses and equipments
and hotel expenses. It was considered
more advisable and meore economical in
the long run to give them a fixed sum,
and let them provide themselves; and,
so far as his own experience went, rang-
ing over nearly twenty years, he thought
it was only in very few cases that any
extra expense had been allowed these
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officers. They had to find their own
horses, equipments, saddlery, and all,
and, if they went to Albany, they had to
pay their steamer fare. If these allow-

ances were dome away with, and the.
arrangement which he presumed the hon,

member for the Vasse wisbed to see
adopted were carried out, it would neces-
sitate the Government keeping livery
stables in Perth, as was done in some of
the other colonies, and we should then
have to pay all the travelling expenses of
these officers. The hon. gentleman, in
conclusion, read two letters addressed to
o late Governor by an officer formerly

employed in the Survey Department,®

pathetically urging his claims to in-

creased forage allowance,—and that, too, |

at a time when the staff surveyors were
receiving £200 a year forage allowance,
instead of X150 as at present.

than the hon. member for the Vasse
himself.

Mr. CAREY said there was a vast:

difference between the travelling done by

surveyors twenty years ago from what.

was done in these days. The surveyors
in those days found their own horses and
kept them. The bon. gentleman might
consider he had done a very clever thing
in reading these letters, but it would not
convince the House that the comparison
was in any way a fair one. He did not
propose for a moment that, if officials
were deprived of these allowances, they
should pay their own travelling expenses.
‘What he wished was that they should be
simply paid their actual expenses, and
that those expenses should be fair and
reasonable. At present they neither
found their horses nor kept them. (Mr.
Foreesr: Yes, they de). He did not
propose to take away these allowances
from those officers who actually required
them for the discharge of their official
duties, but there were others who had
no claim to them at all. He thought, if
he were to press his resolution to a divi.
sion, it would be carried, but his prin.
cipal object was to draw the attention
of the Government to what he might call
the abuses of the present system.

Tur COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. J. Forrest) said he should
like to dispel what was an erroneous
impression on the part of the hon. mem-

The
officer who made these applications, the
hon. gentleman added, was none other

" ber for the Vasse, who said that in these
" days surveyors neither find nor keep
their horses. When surveyors had been
i ordered to remote parts of the colony,
such as the Gascoyne, Nickel Bay, or
Kimberley, it had been found impossible
for them to take their own equipments
with them, and it would be hardly fair,
he thought, to expect them to *do so.
, When surveys had been undertaken in
these distant parts of our territory, the
horses in some instances had been pro-
vided by the settlers themseclves and in
other instances by the Government; but,
as a rule, the surveyors found and kept
their own horses. That had always been
the practice, when they were employed
on ordinary surveys, in the settled parts
of the colony.

Tre COLONIAT SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) said the question referred to
in the resclution bhefore the committee
had been wunder the attention of the
Government semewhat recently, and he
 might say it was the intention of the
Government to lay down a fixed scale of
. allowances within which officers travelling
on public duty must confine themselves,
and ontside of which they would not he
allowed to go. For his own part, he
mast admit he did oot and could not
approve of the principle which seemed to
have grown up in the service of allowing
public officers to malke up any deficiency
in their salaries in this way, by means of
what might be vulgarly called * perqui-
sites,”” It was not & right system, and it
was the intention of the Government to
lay down a scale of allowances within
which all officers must confine themselves.

Mg. CAREY said that, after the state-
ment made by the leader of the Govern-
ment, which was exactly what he wished
to see done, he would, with the leave of
the House, withdraw bis resolution, the
object he had in view having been
aceomplished.

T.eave given and resolution withdrawn.

- —

VOLUNTEER BILL.
Read a third time and passed.

PRE-EMPTIVE RIGHTS, KIMBERLEY
LESSEES.
The debate upon the following resolu-
tion, submitted by Mr. McRae (p. 205
ante), was resumed :
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*That in the opinion of the House every
“lesseeinthe Kimberley District who shall
“ within four years from the issue of the
“lease or leases held by him have within the
“said district the number of stock or sheep
“required by the stocking regulations,
‘“shall at any time within such term of
“four years or within one year after such
“term be allowed pre-emptive right, ex-
“tending over one year, to select in one
“Dblock on any lease or leases held by him,
“not exceeding one per cent. of the total
“quantity of land leased by him; and such
“lessee shall be pexmitted to purchase
“such land so selected, at the rate of Ss.
“per acre, payable by annual instalments
“of one shilling per acre, exlending over
“five years, and that upon the payment of
“the last instalment of 5s. per acre by the
“gnid lessee, he shall be entitled to and
“there shall be issued to him a Crown
“grant of the said land.”

Mr. GRANT supported the motion,
There could be no question, the hon.
member said, as to the desirability of
liberalising the conditions upon which
Kimberley lessees held their lands, look-
ing at the difficulties, the hardships, and
the losses they were subjected to, in
their efforts to szettle this new country.
In all other countries the claims of
lessees to a pre-emptive right to secure a
portion of their leases for the purposes
of a homestead were recognised, and he
saw no reason why this principle should
be departed from in the Kimberley Dis-
trict.

Mgz. BROWN said ke was afraid he
must oppose the resolution in its present
form. He quite agreed that liberal
inducements should be held ont to these
lessces, Lut not fo the extent which the
address contemaplated. This reselation

“geleet” in the tenth line, be struck
out, and the following words be inserted
in lieu thereof—* within any lease held
by bhim not exceeding 5 per cent. of the
total quantity of land in such lease.”
This would increase the area of land open
for selection, while at the same time it
wounld, as regards the price to be paid
for such land, leave the question un.
touched. In other words the resolution,
as amended, would simply affirm the
principle that the lessees shouid be
granted pre-emptive rights. The ques.
tion of what they shall have to pay
would, he assumed, be dealt with under
the land vegulations in force. For his
own part he considered the present rate
of 10s. ap acre too high, but, so long as
this was the upset price of land in the
district, he thought it should apply to
these lessees as well as to other people.
T COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hen. J. Forrest) said, speaking
as a private member, without in any
way expressing the views of the Govern-
ment on the subject——for he had not
consulted His Excellency with reference
to it—the resolution somewhat clashed
with the policy he had laid down for

“dealing with our Crown lands—so far as

his recommendations might be regarded

ias having any weight i the consider-

ation of that question. Whatever price
was fixed for Crown lands that price
should, in his opinion, be paid by all
comers ; there should be no reduction for
one class of men over another class.
The squatter or the pastoralist, if he
wished to purchase land, should be com-
pelled to pay the same price for it as the
agriculturist,. He thought he had
pretty clearly sketched ecut his views on

- that point in his report, in which he

proposed to give them the right to pur-

chase land at a less rate than other

people, which he did not think was a .

good principle to adopt. He was per-
fectly prepared to join the hon. member
in giving them pre-omptive rights to a
reasonable extent, but he thought it was
highly undesirable they should be grant.-
e such pre-emptive rights as were here
proposed. He thought this privilege
should be only granted to the lessees on
the same terms, as regards the price to
be paid for the land, as any other per-
SOms.

' themselves from outsiders.
Heg would therefore move, as an - better, as he said in his report, would it

somewhat ¢ondemned the pelicy which
compelled lessees, in self-protection, to
purchase land which they might not
require, simply in order to secure their
runs from ootside purchasers. Not only
was it bad policy for the lessee, it was
also bad policy for the colony. In this
way large districts had, in the past, had
the eyes picked ont of them by the
lessees, simply becanse they were allowed,
and almost compelled, to purchase a
portion of their runs in order to protect
How much

amendment, that all the words after, have been if the lessecs had been given
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ordinary and reasomable protection, so | missioner of Crown Lands had not gone
that their capital could have been de-'a little further. He should very much
voted to stocking and improving their|like to see a clause introduced so that

runs; and how much better also, for the
colony, to have received back, after a
stated period, the property that had been
leased, in an improved condition, intact?
No doubt pastoral tenants must have
protection ; it was unreasonable to expect
that men would improve their runs, if
they were subject to be bought out at
any moment. In those districts that
were not suited for agriculture the more.
sccurity given the better would it be for
the country and all concerned ; but he had
no faith in the policy which compelled a
lessee to purchase land which he did not
absolutely require, and for that reason he l
was opposed to the principle involved in
this resolution. All the money a lessee
thus expended in securing himself against
all purchasers was so much money locked
up, and, as there were no conditions at-
tached compelling him to ecultivate or
improve the land, it remained unproduc-
tive. What he would prefer would he

these Kimberley lands should not he
alienated from the Crown at any price,
He would give the lessees a very much
longer tenure—he did not care whether
it was for ten, twenty, or fifty years—so
that he might regard the land to all in-
tents and purposes as his own during
that period; and at the end of the term,
when the lessee had got the benefit of
the land, let it again revert to the Crown,
to make the best terms they could for a
fresh tenure, paying the outgeing fenant
a fair sum for his improvements. He
thought that would be the fairest way of
dealing with our lands,—he was surc it
would be the most advantageous way for
the colony. He also thought we had {)een
long enough in this country now, to
enable us to have our lands roughly
| classified. He considered it was very
i unfair — he thought it was positively
unjust—for a landiord, which in this in-
stance was the State, to compel a man

long leases for pastoral tenants, and ab- . taking up land 150 miles from the coast
solute security of tenure during the cur- ' to pay the same price for it as the man

rency of those leases. Under these!
eonditions he would not object to the
lessee selecting (say) from two to five per .
cent. of the quantity of land leased by .
him, as a homestead reserve, which he -

who had his land only five miles from the
coast, the former perhaps being a sand-
patch, and the latter good productive
soil. Either one of them was paying a
great deal too little, or the other was pay-

might improve as much as bhe liked, with '
the knowledge that his tenure was safe
as long as his lease lasted, and so long as i any time that any special privileges
he could get it renewed. This was the'should be granted to lessees in any dis-
policy he would like to ses adopted both - trict over other people, but he thought
in the Kimberley district and elscwhere. some distinction might be drawn between
He thought it would prove a mucha new country lately opened and the
greater boon to lessees, than to compel ' older districts of the colony, and the
a man to put down a certain sum of sole object of the mover of this resclu-
money annually for the purchase of a  tion was to offer some inducement to the
small block of land within his lease, and | pioneers of this new territory.
for what? Suapposing at the end of his, Mr. RANDELL was quite in accord
fourteen years he did not get a renewal of with the sentiments expressed by the
his lease, what would be his position hon. member for the Greenough, and he
then? He would bave, in the centre of trusted the House would very carefully
another man’s run, » small freehold estate consider this gquestion before it accepted
paid for out of money which would have the original resolution or theamendment,
been much better spent in improving his { He thought no land should be alienated
runs. He was ipstructed in no way from the Crown in this Kimberley dis-
by the Government to advance these trict. He thought it was apparent that
opinions; they were simply his own what was sought for by the supporters of
private views as to the poliey which he this resolution was a good strong lever
thought we ought to adopt in dealing ' that would eventually enable the lessees
with this question. to obtain entire possession of their runa,
Mg. CROWTHER was sorry the Com- He thought our past experience in other

in%{a. great deal too much.
r. MARMION had not desired at
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districts of the colony ought to be suffi-
cient to induce us to resist this move-
ment. It would emable the Kimberley

- lessees to do what he thought most
people now condemned, as a ruinous
policy—to pick out the eyes of the land,
and to hold their runs in defiance
of anyone, thereby enabling them to
make a grand bargain for themselves
but to the detriment of the colony. He
thought if the State granted long leases,
upon reasonable terms, with ample secu-
rity of tenure, that was all which lessees
had a right to ask for, notwithstanding
all the difficulties, and all the hardships
which he quite admitted they had to en-
counter, Having been relieved toa great
extent from the conditions originally im-
posed upon them, they now sought for
further concessions, which, if granted,
would probably stimulate their appetites
for more liberal concessions still. He
certainly should be averse to giving the
lessees any pre-emptive rights to pur-
chase the most valuable portionsof their
runs, to the detriment of the future inter-
ests of the district.

Mz. BURT, in order that hon. mem-
bers might the better understand the
full meaning of the resolution as pro-
posed to amend it, moved that the debate
be forther adjourned until TFriday,
Angust 24.

This was agreed to, and the debate
adjourned accordingly.

MUNICIPALITIES ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

Me. CAREY, in accordance with
notice, moved the second reading of a
Bill. The hon. member said the amend.-
ment which had been made in the Act
last session, with reference to the pro-
perty qualifieation of members, had been
found to be unworkable in the smaller
towns, and the object of the present Bill
was to limit the operation of the Act in
this respect to the Municipalities of
Perth and Fremantle. It was very
difficult, in country places, to find men
possessed of the uecessary property
qualification, as defined by the Act of
last vear, to come forward as ecandidates
for municipal honors. In some cases,
councillors who had been elected under the
old Act, before this property qualification
was imposed, still held their seats, but,

under the provisions of the amending Act,
they were liable to a penalty if they sat,
and there was nothing to compel them
to retire, the consequence being that it
was difficult to form a quorum. He
hoped the Bill would meet with general
support.

The motien for the second reading
being agreed to, nem. con.,

M=r. CAREY moved that the Bill be
considered in committee on Friday, 24th
August.

Mk. 8. H. PARKER said he had an
amendment to propose, not with any
idea of offering any opposition to the
Bill, but becanse there were other amend-
ments in the present Act which he
thought might be incorporated in the
Bill now under consideration. Under
the existing Act, the various Munici-
palities had no power in any way of
leasing any of their reserves; for the pur-
poses of public recreation or otherwise. In
Perth alone, the City Couneil had several
reserves which they might turn to profit-
able use, if they had the power to do so,
—the Mulberry Plantation for instance,
which, if let, might hring in some
revenue {o the corporation. Then again
there was the Recreation CGround, At
present the City Council had no power
to let any portion of this ground for
cricket purposes, or anything else, and
he knew some of the clubs were anxious
to lease a portion of the ground, which
they might improve and keep for their
own use, when they wanted to play on it.
i He wished to introduce another clause
linto the Bill giving power to Munici-
Ipa.lities to deal with these reserves in
the manner indicated, and under the cir-
cumstances he thonght the most advis-
. able course to follow would be to refer the
Bill to a select committee. He therefore
begged to move that the Bill be referred
to a select commitice, consisting of the
Attorney General, Mr, Burt, Mr. Carey,
Mr. Shenton, and the mover, and, with
leave, Mr. Higham.

This wasagreed to.

TOTALISATOR BiLL.

Mr. 8. H. PAREKER wmoved the
second reading of a Bill to legalise the
totalisator under certain circumstances.
It was known to hon. members generally
that this instrument bad been,introduced
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and been in operation on race-courses, forany illegitimate or unlawful purposc.
not only in ibis colony, but in all the It would be lawful only when worked
other colonies, for some years past. It under the auspices of a bond fide club
was an instrument used for betting pur- established for the purpose of promoting
poses, whereby any person could place horse-racing, worked on the race-course
lis money upon any horse he might of such club, and worked only during
think proper, with the certainty of per- the days of any race mecting. Hon.
fect fairness, and of obtaining his win. wmembers would thus see that its use was
nings if his horse won. It was an in- hedged around Ly every possible safe-
strument really which emabled persons guard, and he thought they would Le
to (he was going to say) bet honestly,— perfectly safe in passing the Bill into
that was to say, if they desired to back law.

any particular horse thuy would get the My, RANDELL said the hon. membur
full legitimate proper odds, without any in charge of the Bill bad put its ebject
cheating. No doubt it would bo thought very clearly and plainly, and probally
by some hon. members that this was o’ the Bill as drafted wag calculated o
measure which would induce or promote make the totulisator as little dangerous
the evil of betting or gambling, but it [and as much under control as 1t was
did nothing of the kind. They all knew | possible to do so. The hon. member
that wherever there were horse races|said that if gambling took place it would
there would be betting; people liked to | be controlled, and those who at present
back their opinion to a certain extent, | mnke unlawful gains out of peop{e who
and, if they were unacquainted with what | gambled would be prevented from doing
the proper odds were against a particular | so,—so far as the totalisator could prevent
horse, they did not get fair odds, and |them. He believed the instrument had
possibly if they should happen to win | been at work in the other colonies, but
they did not get their money in the end. | that as the result of experience the Acts
The totalisator would ensure them fair | legalising it had been repealed. [Mr.
play as regards the odds, and it would | Parker: In South Australia only.] Tt
ensure their getting their money if they | had beer discountenanced and condenmned
won. It had worked satisfactorily for | he believed by a large number of thought-
two or three years past on the Perth !ful people in all the colonies, and especi-
course, encouraging fair and legitimate | ally by religious people. He also believed
betting and putting down that which |it had been generally condemned by
was unfair and illegitimate. Book- | statesmen and political men, otherwise
makers had everywhere made a deter- | the Act legulising it would not have been
mined opposition to the totalisator, | repealed. He was afraid the evils which
wherever it had been introdueed, simply | resulted from its use were net such evils
becanse it deprived them of their own |as the hon. mewnber had referred to, but
unlawful gains, and the opposition of | rather that it excited a spirit of gambling
these men went far to show that it was [in young people. That was the result
an instrument which protected the pub. }ofits use in South Australia, and it was
lic, and ensured them a fair chance of | that which led the Legislature of that
winning. He bhad said that it had | colony to repeal the Actlegalising it. It
worked satisfactorily on the race-course | was found that young men and the
at Perth for some years past, but, as it | youth of the colony betame emamoured
bad not been legalised by an Act of {of it, and in some cases crime he believed
Council, the working of it was unlawful, | was clearly traced to it among the young.
as it came within the meaning of the | He thought these were grave and sufficient
19th clause of the Police Act, as an |reasons why the House should hesitate to
instrument coonected with games of | legalise the instrument here. He was
chance. As the Turf Club desired to)sure they would all regret, if the intro-
work the instrument without being guilty ; duction of this machine upon our race.
of breaking the law, and, as he had been f courses should have the result of induc-
asked by many members to bring in a.!ing the young people of the colony to
Bill to legalise it, ke had done so. He '&ta.ke a liking to gambling, for they all
had worded the Bill most carefully, so ! knew how seductive and how powerful
that the instrument might not be used | the influence of gammbling was upon the
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minds not only of the impressionable
young but also of older persons, and how
casily led they were from one step to an.
other, until their ruin is accomplished.
Opposed as he was on principle to the
Bill, he felt constrained to move, as
‘an amendment, that it be read a second
time that day six months. If they could
not prevent people from gambling or
betting, they counld refrain from making
gambling and betting legal, and from
stimulating those vices.

Mg, WITTENQOM said the Bill would
Lave his support. He had seen the totali-
sator at work on several race-courses, and
he really saw no ills or evils attending it.
As to young people being tempted by it,
his experience went to show that it was
old people who seemed to relish it most.
One of the strongest argwmnents in its
favor was the fact that the bookmakers
were all against it, and had a great
“down ” upon it, because it took their
custom away. He did not think it would
gtimulate gambling, as the hon. member,
Mr. Randell, seemed to imagine; on the
contrary, he thought it would be the very
best thing for repressing gambling that
could be introduced.

Mr. CROWTHER said the Bill should
have his support. He had seen the totali-

wag an instrument whereby betting might
be carried on with more safety, certainty,
and perhaps scientifically, than without it.
His own cpinion was that betting, or
gambling, or whatever other name they
might call putting money on mere chance,
was to be deprecated ; it seemed to him
that it was a thing that tended to create
a spirit of excitement, which was contrary
to that steady work which it was desir-
able everybody should be imbued with.
With regard to horse-racing, what seemed
to be a great argument in favor of it
was that it tended to improve the breed
of horses, which no doubt was a desir-
able object; but, with regard to the ac-
cessories of horse-racing, his own opinion
was that they were accessories which wo
should not encourage. With reference to
this question of betting, he would remind
the House that by the law of England all
befs were void, and if a person made one
he did so at his own risk. It was a
gambling contract, and the law would
not assist him to rccover such a debt.
The hon. and learned member whe had
introduced the Bill stated that at present
it was unlawful to use this instrument,
the fotalisator,—though he understood
it had been used and that it had worked
well, but that as a matter of fact it had

sator and worked it, and its effect upon ! been worked unlawfully; and, as he
public morals was diametrically opposite understood the hon. member, he only
to what the hon. member, Mr. Randell, | proposed to make its use lawful when it
apprehended. He saw no young peopleis worked under fhe auspices of a bond
around it. The argument that it might - fide club (to use the words of the sec-
possibly lead to ewbezzlement or other 'tion). It seemed to him that would be
crimes applied with equal force to other | making one law for the rich and another
things. {?Vhen the Penny Savings Bank , for the poor,—that was to say, it would
was cstablished in England, and pay- be lawful for a “bond fide club” to do
ments into the bank were made in stamps,  that which was unlawful for anyone else
several youngsters were brought up at outside that club to do, which he thought
the police courts charged with having , was objectionable. It was said it wonid
stolen stamps from their employers, for | take the bookmakers’ enstom and profits

the purpose of investing them in the
Penny Bank, but he never heard that
used as an argument against the system
of Penny Banks.

Tur ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
A. P. Hensman) said he desired to say a
few words with respect to the Bill,—not
as & member of the Government, for he
was not aware at all what views were en.
tertained by the Government with refer-
ence to this measure, but as a private
individual. So far as he followed the
speech of the hon. and learned gentle-
man in charge of the Bill, the totalisator

away ; if so, he presumed that custom
and those profits, if there were any,
would go to these * bond fide clubs” who
, were to work this thing, which appeared
to him to be simply taking the custom
,away from one party and giving it to
‘anocther. He had no doubt the totalisa-
tor possessed all the virtues atiributed to
it, as to its fairness, etc.,, but still the
fact remained that in passing this Bill the
Legislature would be setting the stamp
of legality upon that which was not
logked upon as legal by the luw at pre-
,sent. There was another objection to
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the Bill—a small one, he admitted, and a
technical one: it was stated to be w Bill
to legalise the totalisator, but there was
no definition as to what a totalisator is,
and he felt hound to say he did not
understand what it meant until he heard
the hon. member e¢xplain it. It did not
appear to him to be a word of which the
courts could take any cogmisance. It was
not a dictionary word, and—perhaps he
was very ignorant—he had never heard
nor secn it until be saw it in thisBill. Tt
might be well known in Australia, but it
scemed to him we should be very much
at sea if called upon to define what a
totalisator is. At any rate, the Bill was
one which he could not give his support
to, and he had thought it right net to
vote against it without expressing his
views on the subject. ’

M=r. S5. H. PARKER said he bad
perused the Bill which had been passed
by the South Australian Parliament
legalising the totalisator, and that Bill
contained no definition of the word, and it
struck him at the time as being some-
what strange; but since then he had
found that the word was one in commeon
use throughout the Australian colonies,
and that the machine was well lmown
on almost every race-course. As a
matter of fact and practice it had not been
the custom, he might say, for centuries
past to embody in Bills of this kind a
definition of the games to which they
related. Hazard and basset, and other
games which were seldom played or
understood now, were many years ago,
when first probibited hy statute, well
known, and he supposed for that reason
were not defined by the statute. The
Attorney General said bets were void by
the law of England; they all knew that.
Nor did this Bill seek to make them

the totalisator. He could not imagine a
weasure which was more calculated to do
equal justice to all classes, or one which
was less deserving of being characterised
as class legislation. The hor. and lewned
gentleman also said that the profits of
working the machine would simply be
diverted from the pockets of the look.
makers to those of the Turf Club; but
what the advocates of the totalisalor
said, was this: that the profits got by the
bookmakers were got by taking unfair
advantage of the public, in not giving
them proper odds, whercas the totalisalor
would give everyone a fair chance, and,
moreover, the profits derived by the Club
would be applied to an object of public
importanece, nanmely, the hoprovement of
our breed of horses. He ¢quite agreed
with the Attorney General that it would
be a very desirable thing if we could do
away with betting and gambling alto.
gether, but he was afraid that so long as
human nature remained what it is, and
games of chance prevailed, we should
always find people ready to bet. It was
the same with the vice of drunkenness
and public houses. Drunkenness could
not he put down by Act of Parlianeni,
and all the law could do was to license
the houses where drink was sold, and in
that way regulate and control the sale of
intoxicating liquors.

Mer. GLYDE would like to say one
word on the Bill, and that was to eppose
it. He thought it was tbeir duty as the
framers of the law to do all in their
power to discourage gambling and all
other vices, rather than to fosier and
legalise them. They all know to what
dire results gambling led, especially
among the young, and he should be sorry
to lend his voice in passing any law
which, by affording greater facilities for

otherwise. A man could not recover!indulging in this vicious propensity,
money won on the totalisator any more | would only tend to place greater temp-
than he could recover money won on a | tation in the way of our young men.

bet. But the totalisator would do this:: Mz, BURT felt it his duty to support
if a man risked his money on any par- tbe hon. memher for Perth in his effort
ticular horse, and that horse won, he to pass this Bill into law. It was the
would be sure to get what he was entitled | habit of Englishmen, wherever there was
to. As to the Bill being intended to,sport, to back up their opinion with a
benefit one particular section of the com- | bet, and he knew of nothing more calcu-
munity more than another, or as the !lated to bring an argument to an end
Attorney General put it, “one law for ' than for a man to offer to bet his oppo-
the rich and another for the poor,” the ' nent that he was wrong. It was absurd
Bill favored no particular class. Rich to suppose that, regard being bad to the
and poor alike could come and patronise : very small scale upon which betting was
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carried on in this eolony, the legalisation

of the totalisator would have any per-'

nicious result. We could not put down
paming altogether, that was very certain,
but we might restrict it within reason-
able limits, which was just what the
totalisator did. In this colony—he did
not know whether it was the case in
England-~but in this coleny, if any see-
tion of the community indulged in a
little harinless betting more than another,
be believed it was married women, and
he was surprised to find the hon.
and learned Attorney General, who was
such a staunch supporter of married
women’s rights, opposing this Bill.

The House divided on the motion for
the second reading of the Bill, with the
Following result—

Ayes... . 14
Noes ... . 8
Majority for 6

Ares. Noks.

Heoun. M. Frager Hon. A. P. Hensman
Hon, J. Forrest Hon. J. H. Thomns
Mr. Brown Mr. Burges

Mr. Burt Mc. Glyde

8ir T. C. Campbell, Bart. | Mr. Haumersloy

Mr. Carey Mr. Highan

Mr. Crowther Mr. Shenton

Mr. Gront Mr. Randell (Teller.)
Mr. Mannion

e, McRae

Mr. Steere

BMr. Venn

Mr, Wittencoin

My 8. H. Parker (Teller.)

The amendment submitted by Mr.
Randell was therefore negatived.
Bill read a second time.

The House adjourned at twelve o’clock,
miduight.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,
Tuesday, 21st August, 1883,

Raising of 1553 Loan—Responsible Government: As to
terms upon which it will be granted—Xmported
Laber Registry Bill (Mr. Brown's): first ing—
Motalling of Bridges—Report of Surveyor Genernl
on Crown Lauds in the Uentral Districts—Inspec-
tor of Accounts’ Beg]o;rb on Railway Accounts—
High School, Perth, Mo, Bill : in committee
—Dog Bill: second reading—Elcctric Telogrmph
Bill: re-committed—Adjonrnment.

Tue SPEAKER took the Chair at
seven o'clock, p.m.

PraYERS.

' RAISING OF THE 1883 LOAN.

Mz. STEERE, in accordance with
notice, asked the Colonial Secretary
whether any information had been re-
. ceived by the Government with reference
: to the raising of the last loan?

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hoxn.
|M. Fraser) replied that no official infor-
mation had been received, and that the
Government knew nothing furtber than
what was contained in the telegrams
which had appeared in the public Press.
If the House gesired it, the Government
would telegraph an inquiry on the sub-
ject to the Crown Agents—though it had
not been thought necessary by the
Government to do so, as no doubt full
information on the subject would arrive
by an early mail.

{ TERMS UPON WHICH RESPONSIBLE
GOVERNMENT WILL BE GRANTED.
Mr. GRANT, in accordance with

notice, asked the Colonial Secretary if

any reply had been received by the

Government to the question asked by the

hon. member for Perth (Mr. 8. H. Parlker),

last session, as to the terms and condi-
tions upon which Responsible Govern-
ment would be granted to Western

Australia ?

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) said no reply had been
received. .

IMPORTED LABOR REGISTRY BILL.

Mz. BROWN, in accordance with
notice, moved for leave to introduce &
Bill to consolidate and amend the laws
providing for the registration of certain
persons who shall be imported into
Western Australia, or employed in any
manner within the territorial dominion
thereof.

Motion agreed to.

Bill read a first time.

METALLING OF BRIDGES.

M=z. BURT, in accordance with notice,
drew the attention of the Government to
the present danger to traffic that existed
upon the Perth Bridge, and the bridges
at Guildford over the Swan and Helena,
rivers, ‘The hon. member said this
might scem a very small matter with
"which to occupy the attention of that
. honorable House, but he was sure, when




